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SENSITIVE EYES ONLY 031543Z AUG 72 VIA 

BUNKER CHANNELS 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

TO: ambassador bunker 

CITE: WHS2130 
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DELIVER IMMEDIATELY AFTER AMBASSADOR ARISES AND BEFORE HIS 
AUGUST 4 APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 
AUGUST 3, 1972 

THANK YOU FOR SAIGON 0126. AGREE COMPLETELY WITH THE NOTE 
OF CAUTION OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH TWO AND CONCUR THAT WE SHOULD 
NOT GO BEYOND THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OUTLINED IN WHS 2096 IN YOUR 
NEXT MEETING WITH THIEU. I AM WORKING NOW TO FIRM UP AN ITINERARY 
WHICH WOULD INVOLVE A TWO-DAY VISIT TO SAIGON, FOLLOWING THE 
MEETING ON AUGUST 14, AND AN ADDITIONAL DAY’S STOP IN SWITZERLAND 
I WILL PROBABLY ARRIVE IN SAIGON LATE IN THE EVENING OF THE 

16TH. AND SPEND 17 AND 18 AUGUST IN SAIGON. OBVIOUSLY, YOU AND 
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I WILL NEED PROLONGED SESSIONS WITH THIEU AND HE SHOULD BE 
ALERTED ACCORDINGLY. 

DURING MEETING WITH THIEU, I HOPE YOU WILL RAISE THE ISSUE 
OF ARVN OPERATIONS IN MR-1. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT THIEU MAY 


- / '* ■' p * 

. t 

• •; v.i-y.l r.v'ir; : . 

r.r 'jrfc - v-.#* •. 

* ' * ».*. v \ .?> •• • 

\ ■ i t f •* .• 

. • _ ► ? * r j i. 


DECLASSIFIED 

E.0. 12958 S«c. 3.6 


f * ’ - 

^ ’ ,» 

‘ i » 


A . >* 


* ■’ V''.- .» < AIC , ,.Hj> 

•• • v yr Xh'ij-y': * •••;• <T ~ 

. 4-., •••• By./x/ .NARA, Data ill* 









BE PUSHING THE MARINE DIVISION TO SEIZE AS MUCH TERRITORY AS 
POSSIBLE IN ANTICIPATION THAT GVN MAY BE FACED WITH SUDDEN 
CEASE-FIRE SITUATION. THIS WOULD BE SELF-DEFEATING IF IT WERE 
TO RESULT IN UNNECESSARY CASUALTIES TO ELITE SOUTH VIETNAMESE UNITS 
AT A TIME WHEN THE ENEMY IS OBVIOUSLY BUILDING UP FOR ANOTHER 
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OFFENSIVE ROUND IN M- 1. FOR THIS REASON, YOU SHOULD TELL THIEU 
THAT THE JUDGMENT HERE IS THAT THERE IS NO IMMEDIATE PROSPECT 
FOR A CEASE-FIRE. THEREFORE, HIS BATTLEFIELD STRATEGY SHOULD 
NOT BE INFLUENCED BY THIS CONSIDERATION BUT RATHER THE NEED 
TO PREVENT A SUDDEN MILITARY SETBACK WITH ITS OBVIOUS IMPLICATIONS 
FOR U.S. DOMESTIC SUPPORT. EVEN SHOULD NEGOTIATIONS PROGRESS 
AT THE MOST OPTIMISTIC PACE, I CANNOT VISUALIZE OUR 
BEING FACED WITH A CEASE-FIRE SITUATION FOR AT LEAST SIX 
WEEKS AND PROBABLY WELL BEYOND THAT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR VIEWS ON THE PROPOSAL 

* 

SUBMITTED BY WHS 2097. 

HOPE YOU ENJOY A WELL EARNED RESPITE IN KATMANDU. PLEASE 
CONVEY MY BEST WISHES TO CAROL. 

WARM REGARDS. 


